
MAINSTREET COVENANT CHURCH

“In gratitude and humility to God for 
His grace given us in Jesus Christ, we 
dedicate ourselves to establishing this 
congregation for the purpose of uniting 
Christians in fellowship for spiritual 
development; for persuading others 
through the testimony of our fellowship 
to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior; and to restore what’s broken in 

the world through sharing the good 
news of Jesus.  Amen.”

These are the words on the charter 
document many MainStreeters signed 
on March 30, 2014 (see enclosed).  A 
sacred communal vow. Beautiful words 
of purpose and resolve. These are holy 
moments that define a community, 

framed in glass and etched on human 
hearts.  We have had many such 
moments the past 18 months as a 
church family. 

This annual report attempts to 
celebrate these moments and give a 
snapshot of God’s continued work 
among us. He has been faithful! 

2014:  A Year of Milestones at MainStreet!

ABOVE: CHARTER SUNDAY AT 
MAINSTREET   

LEFT: MAINSTREET BECOMES 
OFFICIAL AT NWC ANNUAL 
MEETING IN ROCHESTER

SERVE WESTONKA SUNDAY JACKSON NOREEN BABY DEDICATION FAMILY WORSHIP TIME

ANNUAL REPORT
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“They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord 
for the display of His splendor.”  ISAIAH 61:3:1

In gratitude and humility to God for His grace given us in Jesus Christ, we dedicate 
ourselves to establishing this congregation for the purpose of uniting Christians in 

fellowship for spiritual development; for persuading others through the testimony of our 
fellowship to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior; and to restore what’s broken in the 
world through sharing the good news of Jesus, and to join with other fellow Christians in 

the Evangelical Covenant Church in the United States and abroad.

To this end, we shall unite in the unity of the Holy Spirit to use the gifts God has given to 
us to be salt and light in a world of darkness. To God be all the glory and honor. Amen.

MainStreet Covenant Church

Charter of Membership
into the Evangelical Covenant Church

March 30, 2014
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Dear MainStreet family,

Words on a page fail to capture the real impact 
MainStreet has had this past year. The Apostle Paul faced 
a similar challenge when he was asked to provide “letters 
of recommendation” to demonstrate the fruit of his 
ministry. He pointed at the people in his congregation 
and said:

“The only letter of recommendation we need is 
you. Your lives are a letter written in our hearts; 
everyone can read it and recognize our good work 
among you. Clearly, you are a letter from Christ 
showing the result of our ministry among you. 
This “letter” is written not with pen and ink, but 
with the Spirit of the living God” (2 Cor. 9:2-3).

Each year we try to follow Paul’s example by pointing to 
the beautiful “love letters” Christ is writing on the hearts 
of people finding hope and healing at MainStreet (see 
stories below). MainStreet continues to be a place where 
real people with real problems get real honest and find 
real grace in a community that really cares. It’s very 
normal for first-time visitors on a Sunday or at a 
Lifegroup gathering to begin opening up about very 
personal struggles. We didn’t plan for this when we 
started MainSreet -- it’s just become part of our story 
and DNA. We celebrate it!

There’s a growing sense that our MainStreet story can be 
found in the story of the Good Samaritan in Luke 
10:25-37.  God seems to have a similar role for 
MainStreet that the Good Samaritan played, picking up 
people who are battered and bruised on the roads of 
life, and creating a place like the Jericho Inn where people 
can find healing and support until they get back on their 
feet.  We will be doing a sermon series on this story soon 
and letting it help clarify our vision and mission as we 
continue to “be a people changed by Christ to go change our 
world.”

I am often asked, “How is the church doing?” My answer 
is usually twofold.  As far as ministry impact and healthy 
culture goes, we’re doing great! Organizationally, we are 
going through some typical growing pains. Let’s take a 
look at each.

MINISTRY & COMMUNITY HEALTH
We have an exceptionally harmonious community where 
everyone loves one another and there’s no sign of 

conflict or division. Sadly, 
this a rare phenomenon 
for churches and pastors. 

Fruit bearing ministry 
efforts have included 
Sunday worship, 
Lifegroups, discipleship 
huddles,  Alpha Course, 
Knit or Not, Holy Yoga, Sozo Prayer training, Sticky Faith 
seminar, Financial Peace University, active prayer ministry, 
and an upcoming mission trip to Nicaragua. We are 
strengthening our relationship with WeCAN, Sojourn and 
the Early Childhood Family Center.  We have celebrated 
several births, weddings, baptisms, dedications and 
reaffirmations of faith. 

ORGANIZATIONAL MILESTONES & 
CHALLENGES
Organizationally, we celebrated Charter Sunday, drafted 
our constitution and bylaws, were officially received into 
the Northwest Conference (April ’14) and Covenant 
denomination (June ’14). We held our first membership 
classes, and will now nominate and elect our first 
“official” leadership team. 

Our leadership team will face some normal challenges for 
a fledgling new church: What are our staffing needs? 
Where will we find the money to hire? What is our 
future plan for youth ministry? One unique challenge for 
us is determining how to be sustainable as an 
organization that has more outside financial donors than 
we do givers inside the church. This is a unique situation 
that must be addressed. 

Personally, I am seeing God expand my influence as a  
leader beyond the walls of MainStreet. I currently chair 
the Westonka Ministerial Association which has given me 
a chance to be a leader of leaders. I’m doing a lot of 
premarital counseling with couples outside MainStreet 
who aren’t plugged into a church. This is a powerful 
evangelistic ministry! As you know, pastoral ministry 
keeps no regular office hours and this brings added stress 
to my family.  We are blessed to have such a supportive 
church and I can honestly say I am enjoying this season of 
ministry at MainStreet!  

Let’s keep remembering that MainStreet is God’s creation 
and may His plans be fulfilled among us as we move 
forward in the power, grace and love of Christ Jesus!

Pastor Jeremy Berg

Senior Pastor’s Report
by Jeremy Berg

4



Sarah Peterson. 
“When I first entered 
the doors of 
MainStreet, I was an 
incredibly wounded 
and broken person. I 
didn't know then that 
day would forever 

change my life. I could instantly feel 
the overwhelming feeling of God's presence within the 
church. Immediately after the service, many people 
came up to me and made me feel so welcomed. They 
invited me to Lifegroup and that is when for the first 
time in my life, I experienced God's love through his 
people. I have always attended big churches and to have 
a personal relationship with the pastor and his family 
has been an incredible blessing in my life. Today, because 
of Pastor Jeremy and the church, I have recommitted my 
life to Christ. I have finally grasped His infinite love for 
me.  Although I still need more healing and to work 
towards forgiveness, I am confident and hopeful that I 
will get there because of the Spirit of God that is 
within me and the support of my new family at 
MainStreet.” 

Danny Evans. “I first met Pastor 
Jeremy a year ago when I was going 
through a rough time in my life. I began 
attending MainStreet occasionally and 
healing in my life began because of my 
time spent together with Pastor Jeremy. 
We go to lunch and study the Bible 

together. Jeremy and the MainStreet 
community embraced me and have allowed me to share 
my rap-style poetry occasionally during their services. 
Mainstreet is truly a community of awe-inspiring 
believers. Recently I started attending Lifegroup as well.”

Brandon Kennedy. “This past 
summer I woke up in a jail cell as the 
result of an alcohol addiction I had 
acquired trying cope with the 
emptiness in my life. I was angry 
toward God because all this stuff I 
blamed Him for. I’ve battled Epilepsy 

since I was 16 due to a vaccine accident. Every time I try 
to get something going, it always seems to crash and 
burn because of my health issues. Overtime I started 
feeling like God had abandoned me. I remember laying 
on the cement floor of the jail cell, just trying to ask for 
forgiveness. Finally, I was able to say, “Jesus forgive me. 

I’m sorry. I can’t do this without you.” And I 
felt this peace come over me. One of the 
biggest lies the Enemy has told me is that I 
am not cut out to handle this life of health 
struggles. But now I understand that in this 
life we will have troubles, but they won’t last 
forever, and I should instead focus my 
energy on doing what God has asked me.”

Kevin Krotzer. “The past few years 
have been filled with difficult transitions 
grieving the death of my parents, finding a 
new place to live, and some job stress. But 
I’m trying to trust God with my future. I 
recently came forward to renew my 
baptism at the beachside service at 

Surfside. That was a special moment for me, almost one 
year from when I began attending MainStreet. God has 
brought me a long way this past year and so it seemed 
fitting to come forward to the waters when I heard the 
invitation.”

Roxanne Jacobson. “This morning as 
my alarm bellowed its ominous wake-up 
call, I begrudgingly pushed back the 
covers, planted my feet on the floor, 
leaned over, and rested my head in my 
hands. ‘Why bother going to church? Is 
this really going to make a difference?’ 

Intentionally late, I was greeted with a smile. “So glad 
you’re here.” Are these people for real? I wondered. 
They genuinely seem to care. Why? Listening to the 
uplifting, passion led music, my spirit assured me this is 
where God longs for you to be -- among his people. 
True followers who don’t just talk the talk, but walk the 
walk. Men and women who aren’t perfect. Listening to 
the pastor speak -- emitting words of truth. Real words 
for real people....After the service, these people come 
to me. Pray over me.  Assure me that everything is 
alright, that although I am afraid, I am never alone. 
Reassuring me that in their family is exactly where God 
longs for me to be. MainStreet: a real church for real 
people.”

2014 Impact Stories
“I COULD INSTANTLY 

FEEL THE 
OVERWHELMING  

FEELING OF GOD’S 
PRESENCE WITHIN THE 

CHURCH.”

“TRUE FOLLOWERS WHO DON’T 
JUST TALK THE TALK, BUT WALK THE 

WALK. MAINSTREET: A REAL 
CHURCH FOR REAL PEOPLE.”
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SERMON SERIES
WAY OF DISCIPLESHIP - JAN-FEB
BLESS THIS HOME - FEB-MAR
HEAVEN & HELL - MAY
BALANCED: MONEY (STANLEY) - JUNE
PHILIPPIANS - JULY-AUG
SONGS OF ASCENT - SEPT-OCT
PUZZLED: MEMBERSHIP - NOV
CURTAIN CALL - DECEMBER
SMALL THINGS, BIG DIFF - JAN ’15
JOSEPH - FEB-MAR ’15

FAITH 
MILESTONES

WE CELEBRATED 3 BAPTISM 
RENEWALS AT SURFSIDE THIS 
PAST SUMMER.

KEVIN KROTZER
BRANDON KENNEDY

           AMANDA GILLUM
SEVERAL OTHERS RECOMMITTED 
THEIR LIVES TO CHRIST THIS 
YEAR. PRAISE GOD!

BABY NEWS

WE HAVE CELEBRATED SEVERAL 
BABY EVENTS THE PAST 18 MONTHS.

JACKSON NOREEN - DEDICATED
AALIYAH WHITE - BORN 8/3/14 & 
DEDICATED

ALENA JONES - BORN 10/3/14
ABIGAIL BERG - BORN 4/8/15

• Transitional Leadership Team drafts and 
approves MainStreet Constitution & By 
Laws

• MS Charter Sunday - March 30
• Road trip to NWC Annual Meeting in 

Rochester where MS is officially 
received into the NWC - May 2

• Mike Fox leads Good Friday seder meal 
& prayer vigil to follow

• 25+ people attend our first Alpha 
Course offering in the spring

• Crown students at MS organize “Melt” 
community worship night

• Serve Westonka Sunday mobilizes MS 
to serve local organizations

• Picnic & Mini Golf at Big Stone - June 
• Financial Peace University class offered 

at MainStreet 
• MS becomes official member church at 

Annual Meeting in Chicago
• MainStreet families attend Family Camp 

at Covenant Pines
• Summer picnic at Surfside features 

“Lifegroup Olympics”
• MS promotes Great Giveaway at Spirit 

of the Lakes Parade - July 19
• Host carwash and concert fundraiser in 

the parking lot - July 26
• 5th Annual Great Giveaway blesses 

many in the community
• Baptism & Rededication Service at 

Surfside Beach in August
• Harvest Party & House Dedication at 

The Berg’s - September 28
• Jurgensons (missionaries in Nicaragua) 

visit MainStreet - October 19
• First ever membership classes offered 

at MainStreet
• 2nd Annual Advent Festival is a lot of 

fun - December 7
• Knit or Not ladies group begins 

gathering
• Adopt Your Street Campaign invites 

MSers to engage their neighbors
• Mission Trip to Nicaragua Announced 

for October 2015
• Sozo Prayer Ministry training held at 

MainStreet - March ’15
• Stage Redesign Project - Easter ’15

2014 Highlights
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Thanks Volunteers!

MINISTRY TEAM
BONNIE BLAIR

CARE & CONNECTIONS

MONICA KUKA 
PRAYER

JEREMY BERG
WORSHIP

MIKE FOX
DISCIPLESHIP

TIFFANY KRYCK
LIFEGROUPS

KERI BERG
KIDS & HOSPITALITY

JOEY KUHBANDER
SOUND TECHNICIAN

CAROL BARRETT
TREASURER

SANDY NORRIS
BOOKKEEPER

BILL KUHBANDER
FACILITIES

TRANSITIONAL 
LEADERSHIP TEAM

TERRI HAARSTAD
ADAM NOREEN

BRENT PETERSON
KERI BERG

DARBY PETERSON
MIKE FOX

JEREMY BERG

SUPPORT TEAM

OUR MINISTERS
MAINSTREET 

CONGREGATION
(YOU)

PASTORAL STAFF
JEREMY BERG

SENIOR PASTORThere are many great organizations you can invest your time, 
talents and treasures in.  Yet, only ONE organization on planet 
earth has the Creator God and his Son Jesus Christ as its chief 
CEO and promoter. 

MainStreet is a small church with a big dream to have big impact 
in our local community and world at large. Yet, we are completely 
dependent on the generosity of people to fund our mission and 
the sacrifice of many volunteers to do what we do. 

We are so appreciative of all who pitch in week after week in all 
sorts of ways. It’s impossible to list them all but please know that 
your service is pleasing to the LORD, and we simply could not 
do what we do with YOU volunteering your time.

Thanks for serving in the nursery, making coffee, putting out 
Bibles, playing in the worship band, counting the offering, running 
slides, cleaning the church, changing light bulbs, taking out the 
trash, greeting others, loving our kids, giving others rides, and so 
much more!

We appreciate our volunteers!
 

People line up for the Great Giveaway!
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Keri Berg | Kids & 
Hospitality. I'm lucky to be the 
wife of Pastor Jeremy and mom to 
Stinky Pete, the Zaak Attack and 
Miss Abby JoAnn.  I'm a Saturday 
morning baker, coffee drinker, 80's 
movie lover, and pretend crafter 
who also wears professional clothes 
on the weekdays when I travel to 
the glass-walled buildings of UHC.  I 
help with the Pre-K Kids Ministry at 
MainStreet and do other random 
things like fetching communion 
supplies, washing tablecloths and 
checking to see if the ladies' 
bathroom has toilet paper.  My 
favorite thing about MainStreet is 
watching the kids get excited to 
learn about Jesus, and the extended 
family God has brought together 
here.  Thanks for being part of the 
journey!

Mike Fox | Discipleship. 
I am "husband" to Suzi, "Dad" to 
Anne, and "Papa" to Scarlett (age 3).  
I do whatever needs doing at 
Mainstreet (pray, greet, read 
scripture, lead a life group, sit on the 

Leadership team, and other duties 
as assigned) and when I can find 
time, I work as a Data Analyst for 
Medica.  In my spare time I read, 
play racquetball, bowl, golf, and sing 
in a community choir.  I thank God 
daily that He invited me to be part 
of His Mainstreet project in Mound.

Bonnie Blair | Care & 
Connections.  I am happy to be 
the Mom of 2, Julia and Tim as well 
as grandmother of 6 Nicole, Jesse, 
Travis, John, Daniel, and Chris.  I love 
working as a volunteer at 
Minnetonka Shores and Sojourn 
Adult Day Care.  I read a lot and 
play with Bear, a black lab who 
thinks he is a lap dog. I am the Care 
Coordinator at MainStreet.  I get to 
write letters to new people and 
send cards of encouragement.  My 
favorite things about MS is the 
family feeling you get when you 
enter and being able to make new 
friends.

Tiffany Kryck | Lifegroups. 

I am a lifelong resident of Mound. I 
work in real estate. In my spare 
time I enjoy LifeGroup, Knit or 
Not, coffee dates and walks with my 
dog. I'm the Community Life 
Coordinator at MainStreet which 
involves connecting people to a 
LifeGroup, helping coordinate 
community events and service 
opportunities. My favorite thing 
about MainStreet is the connections 
I have made with everyone. I enjoy 
getting to know everyone and doing 
life and faith together! 

Monica Kuka | Prayer. My 
husband Dale and I have three 
grown children. When I am not 
teaching preschool, I enjoy spending 
time with family, reading, baking, and 
doing Sudoku.  I am the Prayer 
Ministry Leader at MainStreet which 
involves gathering prayer requests 
and sending them out via email to 
our faithful prayer team. The people 
at MainStreet are so great! It is fun 
to see God loving others through 
them!

Meet the Ministry Team....
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“We will tell the next 
generation the 

praiseworthy deeds of the 
Lord, His power, and the 
wonders He has done.”  

Psalm 78:4

Our Kids Ministry took a big leap 
forward this year, offering both Pre-
K and Elementary age Sunday 
school classes on a consistent basis 
for the first time in our church’s 
life (aka – we have several young 
families attending regularly – praise 
God!). 

Serving our youngest generation at 
MainStreet means we need to find/
schedule/train volunteers, arrange 
the curriculum used during Sunday 
school, and train/teach our 
kids about God and what it 
means to be a follower of 
Christ.  
Our nursery crew will have their 
hands quite busy very soon – 4 
new babies have joined the church 

family in the last year (all 
girls!) and will soon be 
joining Isaak and Jackson 
in the nursery during 
worship. The goal of our 
nursery ministry is to let 
our little ones know they 
are loved and safe and 
that church is a fun and 
exciting place to come.  

Our preschoolers are using the 
Little Son Catchers curriculum, 
which is focused on teaching Bible 
stories specifically to 3-5 year olds.  
During class, we practice our Bible 
verse, listen to the Bible story, do a 
craft (or 2!) and do another 
activity/game to reinforce the 
lesson.  Each week, parents are sent 
home a resource sheet that has 
suggested family activities for 
retelling the story and integrating 
faith at home.  

We spent the summer and fall 
learning about God’s chosen 
people, the Israelites.  During 
Advent we learned about Jesus’ 
birth, the angels, and Mary and 
Joseph.  This winter and spring we 
are focusing on the life and 
miracles of Jesus and about his 
special friends, the disciples.  

The Elementary age students have 
followed a similar lesson plan.  
During their time in the classroom, 
they also incorporate a craft or 
activity into the lesson that the kids 
can take home or hang up on the 
classroom wall.  Renee Jakobi has 
also come up with quite a few 
creative activities that involve food 
or videos to reinforce the lesson of 
the week (lucky kids!) 

Special thanks to our volunteers 
who served our kids in Jesus’ name 
in 2014.  A special thanks to Crown 
student Renee Jakobi for being a 
consistent presence with our 
elementary school students this 
year!

Kids Ministry Report
Keri Berg

Renee Jakobi
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When I think of Bonnie Blair, I think 
of the disciple named Tabitha found 
in Acts 9. “She was continually 
doing good deeds and acts of 
charity” (Acts 9:36). 

That’s Bonnie! 

We are blessed to have her at 
MainStreet. She not only serves our 
community as Care and 
Connections coordinator.  She is 
busy out in the community blessing 
many others as well. 

At MainStreet, Bonnie sends out a 
warm, handwritten card to every 
visitor who fills out a connection 
card with a personal welcome. She 
sends out cards of encouragement 
and sympathy to those who have 
shared prayer requests, are going 
through difficult time, have just had 
surgery, etc. She sends these out on 
behalf of our leadership team and 
church family as a whole. Bonnie 
sent out 67 handwritten cards this 
past year!

She helps organize meals for people 
after surgery, having a baby, and 
other trying times.  She makes 
phone calls checking in on people. 
She also goes out of her way to 
provide rides for people wanting to 
get to church. I bet you didn’t know 
all of this! :)

Like I said, her service extends well 
beyond our church walls and out 
into the community. She is a regular 
volunteer at Sojourn Adult Care 
where she invests in adults with 
special needs. She is a regular 
volunteer at Lake Minnetonka 
Shores (Presbyterian Homes) where 
she loves to read to the residents. 

She has turned her own home into 
a boarding house of sorts for people 
who need a place to lay their head 
and a meal.  All of her service is 
done quietly out of the spotlight, 
because I know she does it for the 
LORD and not for the praise of 
men.  

I can’t tell you how many times 
Bonnie has told me in conversations 
how blessed she feels to be able to 
serve in these roles at MainStreet. 
She’ll say, “Thanks for letting me do 
these things that God made me to 
do. I’ve been at churches where I 
never was given such opportunities.” 

Well, I can’t imagine a church 
overlooking such a treasure as we 
have in Bonnie! Join me in thanking 
Bonnie for her faithful service to 
our church and beyond.  We love 
you Bonnie!

“Well done, good and 
faithful servant!” -JESUS

Care & Connections Report
In Honor of Bonnie Blair

Prayer Team Report
Monica Kuka

Our prayer team consists of 
several wonderful people from 
MainStreet that want to be God 
honoring by lifting others up in 
prayer.  We receive prayer 
requests via the connection cards 
on Sundays and most recently 
over MainStreet’s new website.  

We have seen God do awesome 
things this past year!  He has 
healed people from cancer and 
other illnesses. He has restored 
brokenness and hurts. He has 
comforted, given peace, strength, 
wisdom and direction.  We have 
been truly blessed to see God 
work through the prayers of His 
people.

“Do not be anxious 
about anything, but 

in everything, by 
prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, 

present your 
requests to God.  
And the peace of 

God, which 
transcends all 

understanding, will 
guard your hearts 
and your minds in 

Christ Jesus.”                                                                                               
Philippians 4:6-7 
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I labored tirelessly the first few 
years of MainStreet recruiting 
worship leaders and musicians so I 
wouldn’t be tempted to take on 
that added workload and stress.  
God blessed us with a strong class 
of Crown students who carried the 
worship leader torch well.  We look 
back fondly on the leadership of 
Jimmy, Jesse,  Abby, Jordan, CJ, and 
others. 

Over the past 18 months we saw 
many of that class graduate. I soon 
found it more time consuming and 
burdensome to recruit leaders than  
to just lead the band myself.  Hiring 
a worship leader would be ideal, but 
we haven’t had the budget for that.

While this isn’t an ideal long term 
arrangement, I am grateful for the 
opportunity to offer my musical 
gifts during this season.  I also 
appreciate your patience in putting 
up with my casual, unpolished style 
as well!

We have had a small but faithful 
team of musicians leading us in 
worship each week the past year.  
Aside from a few guests here and 
there, we’ve had a regular team that 
one of the bandmates affectionately 
named the Wolf Pack.  I’m not sure 
what that means but I’m happy with 
it as long as it doesn’t have anything 

to do with the “wolves in sheep’s 
clothing” that Jesus warned the 
church to watch out for! :)

I want everyone to know how 
proud I am of the quality of music 
that we are able to provide week in 
and week out with such a small 
church! Of course, you may be 
disappointed if you compare us to 
the big church down the road. But if 
you compare our worship each 
Sunday to other churches averaging 
around 50 people, you will have a 
renewed appreciation for the 
amount of effort our team puts in 
and the level of talent God has 
provided our very small church!

So, please go out of your way to 
thank our musicians who don’t get 
paid a dime but who give hours of 
practice and preparation into each 
Sunday.  

An extra special thanks to Joey 
Kuhbander who puts more time in 
than any of us helping with sound 
and media each week. 

PS: Pray for some female musicians 
to round out the team this next 
year!

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, 
all the earth; break forth into 

joyous song and sing praises!” 
PSALM 98:4

Worship Ministry Report  	
 	
 	
 	
     
Jeremy Berg

WORSHIP TEAM

ZACH BOYUM

TOM BEUKHOF

BEN HAARSTAD

JEREMY BERG

BRANDON KENNEDY
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Twice a month Lifegroups gather 
in homes for food, fellowship, 
prayer, support, and discussion 
around how we can connect the 
teachings of Scripture with our 
everyday lives. 

Lifegroups are a central part of 
MainStreet’s ministry and we 
encourage every attender to get 
plugged into one.  We utilize 
Lifegroups as the main vehicle for 
caring for one another and 
reaching out to others. Some 
churches have a parish nurse who 
checks on people with illnesses,  a 
care ministry to provide meals for 
those recovering from surgery,  an 
outreach ministry to serve 
others, and a pastor to make 
house calls and hospital visits.  

MainStreet uses Lifegroups for all 
of these things.  We want to 
decentralize our ministry and 
equip every MainStreeter to be a 
minister to their own Lifegroup.

Lifefgroups provide an extended 
family for navigating life together. 
Parents helping parents raise our 
kids. Loaning a car when needed. 
Constant prayer support.  When 
we get outside requests for help 
(moving, raking leaves, etc.), we 
mobilize Lifegroups to answer the 
call.  Lifegroups serve together 
regularly throughout the year.  The 
past year Lifegroups have 
volunteered at Feed My Starving 
Children, Second Harvest, and 
preparing and serving a meal at 
the homeless shelter at First 

Covenant Church 
in Minneapolis. 

Over the past year 
or so Lifegroups 
have been 
challenged to go to 
a deeper level of 
discipleship with the 
Not A Fan book and series. We’ve 
learned more about the character 
of God by studying the Names of 
God. We’ve explored the life 
changing power of prayer through 
the Circle Maker series. Currently, 
we’re learning how to achieve 
victory over the lies and 
strongholds in our lives by 
studying the Armor of God in 
Ephesians 6. 

We have two Lifegroups at this 
time you can plug into.

GROUP 1: Thursday Group 
led by Mike Fox

Mike & Suzi Fox
David & Melissa Jones (Alena)
Graham & Jessica Neve (Carson & 
Tristan)
Brent & Carole Peterson 
Jill Dahl
Tom Beukhof
Bonnie Blair
Cathy Hart
Bill Kuhbander
Kathy Peterson
Donna Christensen
Bob Bickford
Iris & Clarke Tungseth

GROUP 2: Tuesday Group 
at the Berg’s

Jeremy & Keri Berg (Peter, Isaak 
and Abby)
Tiffany Kryck
Chris & Jaimie Hanly (Adam)
Renee Jakobi
Amanda Morrison
Monica
CJ & Ashley White (Aaliyah)
Andrew & Karen Cottingham 
(Jocelyn)
Brian & Brenda Lacey (Isaac and 
Ethan)
Danny & Rachel Evans
Darby Peterson
Sarah Peterson (Cameron and 
Carter)
Adam & Melissa Noreen (Jackson) 
Jennie Eng
Dale & Monica Kuka
Crystal Johnson (Joelle)

A special thanks goes out to our 
generous hosts who open their 
homes for these gatherings: 
Clarke and Iris Tungseth and Keri 
and Jeremy Berg. 

Get plugged into a group today!

LifeGroup Report

LIFEGROUP AT THE BERG’S
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*** SPONSORED MINISTRIES ***

With tons of yarn in my walk-in 
closet, I asked God what to do with 
it. He clearly said, “Start a group.” So 
we did. “Knit or Not” is the result. I 
packed up a bin of yarn, needles, and 
patterns for any who wanted to 
learn or buy new, and it pretty much 
took off.

Every other Wednesday evening a 
group of 9 or 10 ladies gather 
around the electric fireplace at 
MainStreet and knit…or not. It is an 
ever-changing bunch of gals who 
bring their own coffee, a piece of 
handwork, and often a friend. We’ve 
made many hats, scarves, and fleece 
blankets, and have more projects 
planned for next year.

We have three main goals for Knit 
or Not; 1) for outreach, 2) for 
producing items for charity and 3) 
for knitting together 
multigenerational friendships among 
women.  Some come as strangers, 

some become regulars at MS, some 
are from other churches, and some 
have been there from the beginning. 

The wonderful thing is that all are 
welcome and take part in the 
amazing conversations we have. The 
more mature ladies support and 
encourage the younger ones. And 
the younger ones teach the rest of 
us a lot.

A few were skeptical that this would 
be just another club, but I see this as 
a great vehicle for God’s love. 

“Knit or Not” Begins at MainStreet
by Jill Dahl

JILL DAHL

JONNIE GOODMANSON

Holy Yoga
with Jonnie
We’ve been blessed to have 
Holy Yoga at MainStreet led 
by Jonnie Goodmanson and 
friends the past year. Many 
have found this a powerful 
way to connect with God 
and worship the LORD with 
their heart, soul, mind and 
BODY. If you’ve never 
checked it out, please join 
the group Saturdays at 9am. 
A special thanks to Jonnie 
and the group for hosting a 
live Christmas yoga worship 
event that raised some 
money for Nicaragua!
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Membership Covenant
1. I will protect the unity of my church community:

•by knowing and living out our church values
•by acting in love to those who belong and join us 
•by choosing to believe the best about people 
•by refusing to gossip 
•by honoring and following the leaders elected and appointed 

2. I will share in our calling as a church to become “a people changed by Christ 
to go change our world”: 

•by praying for the Holy Spirit to lead us 
•by praying for those who don’t know Jesus and inviting them to attend 
•by welcoming newcomers and guests with grace 
•by sharing my faith in Christ with others 

3. I will share myself with my church community:

• by discovering, developing and sharing my personal abilities, strengths, spiritual 
gifts and life experiences in a way that honors God, blesses others, builds up 
the church community and matures my own faith

•  by participating in worship gatherings and authentic, committed community 
during the week (such as Lifegroups)

•  by serving in at least one area of ministry within the church 
• by receiving support, encouragement and accountability in my life in Christ 

from other members 

4. I will invest in God’s work in and through my church community: 

• by living a Christ-centered life 
• by committing to regular, intentional, sacrificial financial support by prayerfully 

giving a portion of my income to this church
• by supporting other members and leaders by my actions and in prayer 

CURT BERG
EILEEN BERG
JEREMY BERG
KERI BERG

TOM BEUKHOF
BONNIE BLAIR

ANDREW COTTINGHAM
KAREN COTTINGHAM

CHARLIE CREA
TAMI CREA
JILL DAHL
MIKE FOX
SUZI FOX

BEN HAARSTAD
TERRI HAARSTAD

CATHY HART
MONA HOREJSH

CRYSTAL JOHNSON
JOEY KUHBANDER
BILL KUHBANDER

DALE KUKA
MONICA KUKA
BRENDA LACEY
BRIAN LACEY
GRAHAM NEVE
ADAM NOREEN

MELISSA NOREEN

NEW MEMBERS
New Member Recognition
We are thrilled to recognize the first official members in the history of MainStreet 
Covenant Church. Each person listed has faithfully completed the necessary steps 
to membership which include: 

• publicly acknowledging Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
• accepting the Bible as the Word of God and the only perfect rule for faith, 

doctrine and conduct.

• being baptized according to the Scriptures

• completing the four membership sessions
• affirming and signing the Member Covenant (read below)
• having been an active participant at MainStreet for 6 months

Congratulations and welcome new members!
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MORE MAINSTREET MOMENTS

MIKE IN CHARACTER

One of the, almost universal, goals of 
everyone who works outside the 
home is to someday retire.  I have 
reached a point in my life where 
retirement is, rather than a distant 
future, a present reality.  

I like my secular job, the people I 
work with, the company I work for 
and have for most of my working life 
considered my workplace as my 
mission field.  So there is no 
compelling reason to stop working. 

On the other hand, I want to spend 
more time being the hands and feet 
of Jesus.  So I have chosen to reduce 
my work week from 5 days to 3 
days.  Beginning May 1, I plan to give 

part of those 2 extra days to 
MainStreet.  In addition to doing the 
things I enjoy like relationship 
building, discipling, teaching, and 
prayer, I will be available to help 
Jeremy with the day-to-day job of 
keeping MainStreet running.

Mike Fox: Special AnnouncementIN JEREMY’S WORDS:

“MIKE’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO 

MAINSTREET ARE INCALCULABLE. 

FROM THE DAY HE ARRIVED HE 

HAS BEEN THE EMBODIMENT OF A 

SELFLESS, SERVANT HEARTED 

LEADER. NOT ONLY HAS HE BEEN 

WILLING TO DO WHATEVER JOBS 

NEED DOING, HE HAS PROVIDED 

ME WITH A STEADY SHOULDER TO 

LEAN ON THROUGH THE UPS AND 

DOWNS OF CHURCH PLANTING.  

WITHOUT MIKE’S SUPPORT, THERE 

WOULD BE NO MAINSTREET 

TODAY....AND I WOULD PROBABLY 

BE INSTITUTIONALIZED BY NOW!  

WATCHING MIKE GROW AS A 

LEADER HAS BEEN A HIGHLIGHT OF 

THE MAINSTREET JOURNEY FOR 

ME. I’M THRILLED TO HAVE MORE 

TIME MINISTERING TOGETHER.”
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Here is a snapshot of our Financials for 2014 compared with 2013:

Total Income -- about $151,174
65% from MainStreet attenders (2013 - 73%)
29% in outside support (ECC friends, etc.) (2013 - 7%)
6% Other (rental income, fundraisers, etc.) (2013 - 20%... Appropriations $ from NWC & Covenant)

Total Expenses -- $144,622.73 (the difference went toward paying off debt)
53% Payroll (2013 - 58% -  we cut pastor’s health benefits this year)                                                  
29% Rent & Utilities (2013 - 29%)
8% Missions (2013 - 1%)
7% Other (outside services, bank fees, office supplies, etc.) (2013 -11%)
3% Ministry Related (2013 - 1%)

Financial Report 2014    
MainStreet is unique among church plants in that we 
continue to reach a demographic that is unable to 
financially sustain our own ministry.  We continue to 
be dependent on outside supporters to supplement 
our regular offerings. 

We have continued to operate on a lean, barebones 
budget that allows us to “scrape by” but prevents us 
from expanding and growing as an organization in the 
ways we would like.This is not a criticism or a 
lament, but just the reality at this time.  While we 
have not had an abundance of resources, we have 
tried to be faithful with what God has provided.  

There are many bright spots to celebrate 
this year including:

• We were able to eliminate nearly all our debt this 
year (mainly a loan with NWC). 

• Nearly every regular MainStreet family gives to the 
church. Many who used to give sporadically and 
sparingly, now faithfully give a regular percentage! 

• Our “mission giving” increased from 1% in 2013 to 
8% in 2014!  We are learning to “tithe” off the top 
as a church just as we challenge individuals to do 
with their income. 

• This past year was MainStreet’s first year without 
financial support from the Covenant denomination 
and Northwest Conference. God moved in many 
hearts outside our walls including many Excelsior 

Covenant partners to provide about 1/3 of our 
total income. We are so grateful for God’s 
provision through our faithful partners and we 
continue to pray that God will provide the same 
(or more!) in 2015.

Some challenging facts from this year 
include:

• While we have desired to make strategic hires to 
alleviate Jeremy’s load (e.g., worship leader, admin. 
assistant), the fact is we were not even able to pay 
pastor’s salary and benefits.  Jeremy took a cut of 
over $18,000 in benefits in 2014.  He was able to 
go on Keri’s health insurance plan but this is not a 
good precedent for the future.  A healthy church 
should be able to provide its senior pastor with 
some health benefits. 

• We have 20 regular giving units at MainStreet. We 
have about 30 partners outside MainStreet. While 
we celebrate God’s provision, its difficult to predict 
and budget responsibly without knowing how many 
of these outside supporters will continue 
supporting us each year.  We must work hard to 
communicate with and show our appreciation for 
these outside partners -- which in turn requires 
more administrative work.

• We were unable to hire a part-time worship leader 
and/or administrative assistant largely due to 
financial limitations. 
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Dec 14 Budget Jan - Dec 14

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

Tithes/Offerings 8,164.65 8,750.00 98,997.02
Fundraiser Income 0.00 416.67 1,028.01
Partner Church Support 500.00 166.67 2,000.00
Registrations and Reimbursement 10.00 641.00
Other Donations 7,131.00 2,500.00 44,944.28
Rental Income 122.00 208.33 2,846.00
Designated Gifts 0.00 718.00

Total Income 15,927.65 12,041.67 151,174.31

Gross Profit 15,927.65 12,041.67 151,174.31

Expense
Contact 133.48 41.67 539.58
Kid's Ministry 0.00 41.67 264.80
Resources/Curriculum 35.00 41.67 1,052.38
Designated Gift disbursement 0.00 288.00
Advertising and Promotion 0.00 166.67 930.47
Appreciation 0.00 41.67 355.89
Bank Service Charges 145.03 1,626.21
Computer and Internet Expenses 89.36 70.83 1,093.37
Conferences and Meetings 10.94 41.67 966.68
Dues and Subscriptions 0.00 261.00
Evangelism and Special Events 0.00 778.27
Food and Beverage 0.00 407.02
Insurance Expense 343.87 208.33 2,043.23
Landscaping Expenses 0.00 50.00
Ministry Expenses

Hospitality 96.34 20.83 530.17
Pastor's Ministry Expenses 0.00 46.23

Total Ministry Expenses 96.34 20.83 576.40

Miscellaneous 0.00 416.67 0.00
Mission Partnerships 1,000.00 1,312.50 12,107.23
Office Supplies 13.98 41.67 281.97
Outside Services 0.00 100.00 2,050.00
Personnel

Payroll Expenses 5,003.20 5,000.00 60,036.80
Health Insurance 86.60 220.83 1,039.20
Pastor's Pension 0.00 625.00 15,250.00

Total Personnel 5,089.80 5,845.83 76,326.00

Postage and Delivery 19.60 171.45
Printing and Reproduction 0.00 15.00
Rent Expense 3,107.65 3,075.00 37,788.02
Repairs and Maintenance 0.00 129.00
Small Tools and Equipment 0.00 410.18
Supplies 0.00 80.75
Travel 0.00 48.54
Utilities 197.97 187.50 2,803.94
Worker Comp Insurance 0.00 11.67 0.00
Worship Ministry 100.00 100.00 1,177.35

Total Expense 10,383.02 11,765.85 144,622.73

Net Ordinary Income 5,544.63 275.82 6,551.58

Other Income/Expense
Other Income

Mission Trip Receipts 752.25 1,252.25
Benevolence Receipts 70.00 70.00

Total Other Income 822.25 1,322.25

9:31 AM Mainstreet Covenant Church
01/16/15 Operating Budget Performance
Accrual Basis December 2014
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MainStreet to be 
Received into ECC
It was March of 2010 when Jeremy had 
that fateful cup of coffee with Mike Brown, 
the Director of Church Planting for the 
NWC. “I just wanted to introduce myself 
and share a little bit about my sense of call 
to reach my hometown for Christ,” Jeremy 
recalls. “Two hours later this guy was 
offering to send Keri and I to Nashville for 
a 4-day intensive Church Planter 
Assessment Center to see if we might be 
gifted and called to start a new church.” 

Four years later, God has been faithful in 
forming a new congregation in Mound. 
Jeremy and Keri stepped out (with Mike 
Brown and the entire Northwest 
Conference and ECC) and invested time, 
money, blood, sweat and tears into 
birthing a new church. That’s you! :)

This spring MainStreet will be officially 
received into the denomination. “This is a 
huge deal, and we want our entire church 
to participate in these celebrations,” 
Jeremy says. It begins with Mike Brown 
presiding over a Charter Sunday service 
on March 30, and then an all-church “road 
trip” to the Annual Meeting of the NWC in 
Rochester on Friday, May 2. Get ready to 
celebrate!  It will become official at the 
national Annual Meeting in June! 

Gift “Rapped” Poetry
“He just walked into MainStreet one 
afternoon and started reciting rap poetry!” 
Jeremy says. His name is Danny Evans and 
he uses spoken word to bring messages of 
hope -- especially to those struggling with 
mental illnesses and addiction.  “He 
bumped into another MainStreeter at 
Caribou, and she sent him to MainStreet to 
talk to me about performing,” Jeremy 
recalls. “We want MainStreet to be a 
community that affirms and unleashes 
people’s gifts for serving God -- whatever 
unique forms those gifts take,” Jeremy says. 
“So I invited Danny to come worship with 
us a couple times and then we’d love to 
have him share in a service.” Danny shared 
two messages in a recent service, and we 
hope to hear more in the near future. Please 
greet Danny when you see him and 
welcome him to MainStreet. 

Take Up Your Mat
MainStreet has been hosting Holy Yoga 
classes led by Jonnie Goodmanson since 
November. Those who have experienced it 
have discovered a new and powerful way 
to encounter Jesus and worship the LORD. 
The stories keep trickling in. 

Jonnie recently shared: “Many students 
come up to me and tell me this was like no 
other worship they had experienced. An 
unchurched woman told me that though 
she does not go to church right now she 
feels the Lord's presence when she is on her 
mat. She had a bad experience at a church 
and this is a safe place to engage with the 
Lord again. Another came up to me with 
tears in her eyes and said without this 
community in her life right now she would 
have no hope, and God was using it as a 
vessel to reveal Himself to her!” Jessica 
Neve from MS says, “It’s time set aside 
with no distractions, an opportunity to 
pour myself out, get to the end of me and 
my strength, relying & focusing on God, 
His strength, breathing in the Holy Spirit 
and worshipping with mind, spirit, body 
and breath!”

There have been up to 40 people attending 
these classes on Saturday mornings, and it 
is one way we are living into our vision to 
be a church “in the marketplace daily with 
all who happen to be there” (Acts 17:17).
 

Danny Evans 
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AGreat Church in 
God’s Eyes
MainStreet wants to be a “great church.” But 
who defines “great”? We want to be “great” 
by Jesus’ definition who said, “Whoever 
wants to be great in the kingdom must 
become like a servant” (Mk 9:35). Thus, 
serving is a core value at MainStreet and we 
try to build it into every ministry we do. 
S.O.S. (Servants Of the Savior) responds to 
immediate needs around us, mobilizing 
MainStreeters to rake leaves, move 
furniture, and more. Lifegroups go out to 
serve together each quarter. Groups have 
cooked meals for TreeHouse ministry, 
packed meals at Feed My Starving Children, 
cleaned the church, and more. 

Service Sunday on May 18 sent out 
volunteers to play music and visit residents 
at Lake Mtka Shores, spring cleaning at 
Sojourn Adult Care center, and picking up 
trash and praying at the Middle School. 
Here are testimonies from Service Sunday:

"The residents just loved having the volunteers 
play games and entertain them with their 
musical talent.  It was a real treat to have them 
come on a Sunday as that is usually a day when 
not too many people come to volunteer.  I hope 
they had as much fun as our residents tell me 
they had." -SUE, Volunteer Director, LMS

“Your act of gracious servitude was more than 
cleaning & "sparkling up" the place!  You 
reflected the love of Christ to those who are 
often forgotten, overlooked, and 
discarded...your gift of love in action is not 
only extremely appreciated but it is also a seed 
of hope for our Sojourners to have further 
connections in their community!  Thank 
you for your hard work and thank you for 
telling us that we matter!  We will always 
hold you dearly close in our hearts for that!”  
-KARI, Sojourn  

"We walked around Lake Minnetonka Shores 
and knocked on doors...many folks answered 
and were surprised to see a little person 
(Carson) holding a special piece of artwork 
that he made just for them! Carson gave a 
project to each person that we met. We talked 
with them, listened, asked questions (Do you 
need help with anything? Would you like 
prayer for anything?). Most were so happy to 
have visitors and invited us into their 
apartment to chat for a while! One lady was 
so happy that she kept hugging Carson! 
Another lady seemed very emotionally 
touched and gave us a scarf that she had knit 
so we would remember her! We were blessed 
by our time there and I hope that the residents 
were too!"
-JESSICA, MainStreeter

Cabin with Jesus
Cabin fever anyone? Wanna get away this 
summer? Imagine the phone rings and it’s 
Jesus saying, 
“Are you tired? 
Get away with 
me and you’ll 
recover your 
life. I’ll show 
you how to take 
a real 
rest.” (Matt 11 MSG).  Who would refuse 
such an offer? It’s there! Not a real cabin in 
the woods, but an invitation to spend time 
with Jesus this summer via a devotional 
series by Jeremy. Subscribe to his blog to get 
readings in your inbox or read weekly 
email. Go to www.jeremyberg.org. 

Lifegroup Service Project NWC Annual Meeting in Rochester Birthday Celebration at Lifegroup
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“Why  Bother with 
Church 
Membership?”
by Kevin DeYoung

I get that question a lot. I think for many people 
membership sounds stiff, something you have 
at your bank or the country club, but too formal 
for the church. Why all the hoops and 
classification? Why box the Holy Spirit into 
member/non-member categories?

Well, believe it or not, membership matters. In 
addition to some very tangible benefits to 
membership (for example, only members can 
hold church office, vote, etc.), here’s five reasons 
why Christians should join a church.

1. In joining a church you make visible your 
commitment to Christ and his people. You 
state before God and others that you are part of 
this local body of believers. It’s easy to talk in 
glowing terms about the invisible church -– the 
body of all believers near and far, living and 
dead -– but it’s in the visible church that God 
expects you to live out your faith.

The majority of Paul’s letters were written to a 
local body of believers. We see the same thing in 
Revelation. Jesus spoke to individual 
congregations in places like Smyrna, Sardis, and 
Laodicea. The New Testament knows no 
Christians floating around in “just me and 
Jesus” land. Believers belong to churches.

2. Making a Church commitment makes a 
powerful statement in a low-commitment 
culture. Most bowling leagues require more of 
their members than most churches. The church is 
often a sad reflection of its culture. Ours is a 
consumer culture where everything is tailored to 
meet our needs and satisfy our preferences. When 
those needs aren’t met, we can always move on to 
the next product, or job, or spouse.

It’s not just about being cared for, it’s about 
making a decision and sticking with it–something 
my generation, with our oppressive number of 
choices, finds difficult. We prefer to date the 
church–have her around for special events, take 
her out when life feels lonely, and keep her around 
for a rainy day. Membership is the way to stop 
dating churches, and marry one.

3. Church membership keeps us accountable to 
each other. When we join a church we are offering 
ourselves to one another to be encouraged, 
rebuked, corrected, and served. We are placing 
ourselves under leaders and submitting to their 
authority (Heb. 13:7). We are saying, “I am here to 
stay. I want to help you grow in godliness. Will 
you help me to do the same?” Mark Dever, in his 
book Nine Marks of a Healthy Church, writes,

“Church membership is our opportunity to 
grasp hold of each other in responsibility and 
love. By identifying ourselves with a particular 
church, we let the pastors and other members of 
that church know we intend to be committed in 
attendance, giving, prayer, and service. We allow 
fellow believers to have great expectations of us 
in these areas, and we make it known that we are 
the responsibility of this local church. We assure 
the church of our commitment to Christ in 
serving with them, and we call for their 
commitment to serve and encourage us as well.”

4. Joining the church will help your pastor and 
elders be more faithful shepherds. Hebrews 
13:7 says “Obey your leaders and submit to their 
authority.” That’s your part. Here’s ours: “They 
keep watch over you as men who must give an 
account.” This is hard enough to do in a church 
like ours where there is constant turnover, but 
it’s even harder when we don’t know who is 
really a part of this flock.

To give just one example, we are trying to be 
more diligent in following up with people who 
haven’t been at our church for a while. But if you 
never became a member, it is difficult to tell if 
you are really gone, because we might not be 
sure if you were ever here! It’s nearly impossible 
to shepherd the flock when we don’t know who 
really considers this their flock and really 
considers us their shepherds.

5. Joining the church gives you an opportunity 
to make promises. When you become a member 
here, you make promises to pray, give, serve, 
attend worship, accept the spiritual guidance of 
the church, obey its teachings, and seek the 
! ! (Continued. on back)

Lifegroup Service Project NWC Annual Meeting in Rochester

4-Week Class
Oct. 26, Nov. 2, 9, 16
11:30-1 PM

Jackson’s Baby Dedication at Surfside Spirit of the Lakes Parade Float Lifegroup Lawn Game Olympics


